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Nicholas van Hattem, Barrister at Francis Burt Chambers, President of the Law Society of Western Australia 
and Director of Piddington PLT
 

Dear First Year Students.

Welcome to law school. I hope you find your 
time challenging, fulfilling and rewarding.

My first advice is: take your time. This year is the 
first year for what we hope will become a lifelong 
pursuit. It is certainly a marathon, not a sprint. 
To the greatest extent you can, try to factor in 
some time to get involved with the broader 
legal community. Getting involved with the law 
students’ society, The Law Society, the Piddington 
Society and community legal centres, are all good 
ways to start to do this.

Please also keep some time to yourself to relax 
and also reflect on what you are learning. Lawyers 
are notoriously terrible at doing that.

While Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull observed 
that there are too many law students.  Some 
commentators think he was wrong. I think he was 
right. 

Some people think of law degrees as a new arts 
degree. But I wonder how many of those people 
are paying tuition fees?

I did a combined law and arts degree. I loved them 
both. In arts I studied philosophy, psychology, 
English and the entirely non-vocational (and 
wonderful) Italian.

A law degree has similar capacities to expand 
our minds. But law is a pretty poor generalist 
humanities degree. Law degrees in Australia teach 
the “Priestley 11” subjects. In these, we learn some 
important skills in logic and rational thinking. But 
far more time is spent in specific subject matters 
like property and contracts and judicial review 

of administrative decisions – all with very little 
application outside the profession. 

It’s hard to get reliable numbers, but long-term 
trends in WA suggest that around 50% of law 
graduates will not end up as certificated legal 
practitioners in WA.

Doing a law degree is important, but it is not 
for everyone. If you struggle, ask for help. The 
most wonderful thing in the law is the capacity 
of people around you to assist you.  Go to those 
tutorials, meet your cohort and help each other.

There are still opportunities available for the next 
generations of law students particularly for those 
with passion who will want to work hard at law 
school.

As a student, I would recommend seeking as 
many opportunities as you can to develop 
emotional intelligence and people skills. We are 
seeing increasing automation in our profession – 
but there will always be roles for people who can 
synthesise complicated information and explain it 
to a person in a clear and empathetic way.

Good luck. Work hard. You will have challenges 
this year, and throughout the years you spend 
pursuing a career in law. It is important to be 
reminded of the reality that legal practice is not for 
everyone, and that’s ok. It’s also ok to take a break 
when things get hard and reflect on whether this 
is a pathway you want to pursue.

If those reflections convince you that this is how 
you wish to spend your life, please know that there 
are many people in our profession who would like 
to help you.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY
The Notre Dame Law Students’ Society is honoured to be 
situated on the ancestral lands of the Whadjuk Noongar 

people. We acknowledge the First Australians as the 
traditional owners of the lands on which we study and 
pay respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.

FORWARDFORWARD
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Professor Joan Squelch, Dean of Law

Welcome to all the first year law students!

As you embark on your law studies you will find 
that there are many challenges and exciting 
opportunities ahead. And before you know it, 
you will be graduating. Although the first year 
of law studies may appear daunting, the Law 
School and University provide students with an 
exceptional and unique learning environment 
accompanied by plenty of support and exciting 
activities.

Success in law school does not require a magic 
wand or secret formula. It simply comes down to 
commitment, enthusiasm, perseverance and hard 
work. To succeed takes planning and preparation. 
This means being organised, managing your time 
well, planning your studies in advance and coming 
to class well prepared. You will get so much more 
reward and enjoyment from your law studies if you 
do some essential preparation before class and 
then are willing and ready to actively participate 
in class discussions and debates. Remember, 
meaningful learning is a two-way conversation 
and a shared experience. 

At times you will feel the weight and pressure of 
completing assessments, meeting deadlines and 
getting through the tomes of reading, so don’t 
hesitate to reach out to fellow students and staff, 
and to make use of the support provided within 
the Law School and by the various University 
services. The First Year Handbook is also a very 
useful resource that will help you navigate your 
way through your first year at law school. 

It is also very important to make time to relax and 
to spend time with friends and family. Take the 

opportunity to participate in activities on campus 
especially the NDLSS social and career events, and 
the various mooting and advocacy competitions. 
These various activities are a great deal of fun and 
you get to meet fellow students. 

Studying law is an amazing opportunity – 
embrace everything the School, the University 
and Fremantle have to offer! 
 

WELCOMEWELCOME FIRST YEAR
COURSESCOURSES
LEGAL RESEARCH AND WRITING:

LEGAL PROCESS & STATUTORY INTERPRETATION:

LEGAL HISTORY:

TORTS:

CONTRACT LAW:

CRIMINAL LAW:

Legal Research and Writing is an introductory core skills course for Law. Students will learn how to solve legal 
problems and approach law assignments; how to find, interpret and use primary and secondary sources; 
how to distinguish credible from non-credible sources; how to communicate clearly and persuasively in 
academic and professional contexts; and how to reference appropriately. 

The aim of this course is to give students an appreciation of the sources and development of the common 
law, equity and our legal institutions. Legal History gives us an insight into how and why our legal system 
today is what it is. 

In Torts A and B students will examine a variety of torts. The intentional torts will be covered, alongside a 
sampling of other torts such as nuisance and defamation. Unifying topics such as vicarious liability, multiple 
tortfeasors, apportionment of liability, limitation of actions and wrongful death will also be covered. There 
are many important contested issues in the law of torts, which speak to how our society should regulate 
civil wrongdoing. 

Contracts are legally enforceable promises or agreements. Contract A and B will focus on the principles 
of contract law governing the formation of a contract and the principles governing the content, effect 
and enforceability of contractual terms. Relevant principles from common law, equity and statute will be 
covered. 

This course introduces students to a critical understanding of the institutions and practices that are basic to 
the law in Australia. This course provides a foundation for later courses, both in its content and its method 
of teaching, within the context of legal problem solving. 

Criminal Law A and B provides an introduction to criminal offences and criminal procedure. While the 
focus will be on the relevant State jurisdiction, aspects of Federal criminal law will also be introduced. The 
course also examines aspects relating to criminal responsibility.
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Siobhan Blake, President of the Notre Dame Law Students’ Society

Congratulations on beginning what is the 
extremely challenging, insightful, thought 
provoking and rewarding journey that is 
pursuing a degree in Law!

It is an honour to have been elected to serve as 
the Notre Dame Law Students’ Society President 
for 2020, alongside an incredibly talented NDLSS 
Committee. 

The NDLSS is a resource I encourage all students 
to take advantage of – engage with us, have your 
voice heard and continue to hold us accountable. 

As you will see in this handbook, there are a 
number of ways you can get involved with the 
NDLSS over the coming years, whether that be 
attending social events, joining our sporting 
teams, participating in competitions or even 
being elected to the committee itself.

Being in first year is an exciting time as a law 
student. You will develop friendships that 
will stick with you for life. You learn skills that 
will be foundational within your career.  Most 
importantly, you have chosen a law school with 
a growing list of incredible alumni, of which you 
will join in what is, realistically, a very short time.

You are all lucky enough to have an incredible 
first year representative this year, with Elizabeth 
McKenzie taking the reins for first term. In second 
semester, one of you will be taking over from her 
– something to definitely be thinking of now!

Please remember that I am available to all of 
you at any hour of the day or night, in my role 

as President and also as a friend. You will find 
my contact details below. Do not hesitate to use 
them.

I look forward to meeting you all over the coming 
year!

TIPS FOR 
FIRST YEARFIRST YEAR
Hindsight is a pretty powerful tool, that’s why we asked our senior students to tell us what they wish 
they knew in first year. 

A great thing you can do in Law School is get to know older students. If you’d like to be put in contact with 
a mentor, contact our President, Siobhan Blake, and she’ll help you out.

01. 02. 03.

04. 05. 06.05.

Studying with friends and talking 
through problem questions/content 
makes it a lot easier to understand 
tricky content. It’s great to bounce 
ideas off each other and get different 
perspectives. Try to form a study 
group as soon as possible. This is also a 
fantastic way to make friends.

Stella, Second Year

Don’t be afraid to extend your degree! 
You have the rest of your life to work 
and extending your degree (if you have 
the means e.g. living at home) will often 
vastly improve your quality of life as a 
student with a reduced workload, not 
to mention having more time to build 
up your resume if you’re an undergrad.

Ciara, Fifth Year

Lecturers and tutors are here to help you. 
If you are unsure of a topic or how best 
to answer a question, organise a time 
outside of class to talk to them. There is 
no such thing as a silly question.

Thomas, Penultimate Year

Don’t stress about what other people 
are doing and what their marks are or 
what jobs they might have. You’re with a 
group of people who are very smart and 
remember you are too!

Meg, Penultimate Year

Listening to Podcasts is a fantastic way 
to develop your legal awareness. They 
also offer a nice reprieve from reading. 
I recommend Gertie’s Law, Just Cases and 
Trial by Podcast.

Siobhan, Third Year

01.

Siobhan x

PRESIDENT 

You don’t need to buy a copy of the 
AGLC4! The University of Melbourne 
has a free , digital copy on line. You also 
don’t need to buy all of your textbooks. 
The Library is a great resource to use and 
hanging out there will make it easier to 
meet new people, but remember, you 
can’t  bring library books into exams!

Remi, Third Year

09.08.07. 09.
Your academic transcript matters 
from your very first law course. While 
marks aren’t everything, if you want to 
get a clerkship with a top tier firm, you 
need to have your head in the game 
from day one.

Sam, Third Year

Contrary to popular belief, the law isn’t 
everything. Make sure you keep up 
with your hobbies outside the law; 
they’re a great way to beat stress and 
will broaden your prospects when you 
start applying for clerkships.

Caity, Second Year

Volunteering at community legal 
centres is a great way to gain practical 
legal experience as a law student. If 
all else fails? Express your interest to 
volunteer at boutique firms. They’re 
generally more than happy to help.

Pat, Third Year

NDLSS Email: president.ndlss@nd.edu.au

Uni Email: siobhan.blake1@my.nd.edu.au

Phone: 0458 424 897

CONTACTCONTACT
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Eli McKenzie, Notre Dame Law Students’ Society First Year Representative

To all our new Law students, welcome!  It is 
with great pleasure that I will serve as your 
representative for the beginning of this year 
along with the fabulous NDLSS Committee. 

Beginning Law School can be scary, so we are 
here to help take some of the pressure off. We are 
here with a mission to make your transition to Law 
School, University or both, as smooth as possible. 

Whether you have any issues or queries or would 
just like to have a chat over some coffee, I am here 
to listen and help. I hope to voice any opinions, 
concerns or ideas that you may have within the 
Law School Community and to make your voice 
heard. This Community is made up of some 
excellent people including our incredible staff 
who are here to set the foundation from which 
you will grow and learn on this journey. You are 
also now a part of this community and we hope 
you feel supported and encouraged every step of 
the way. 

We have some fantastic events planned for this 
year including our annual ball, cocktail party, quiz 
night and first year mixer! These are a great way 
to make friends within the Law School whilst also 
taking a break from studying. We also host a range 
of other events that focus on careers, personal 
growth and mental health amongst others. Look 
out for these as they are a great way to engage 
with the law community, whilst also allowing you 
to learn and develop new skills. 

I hope this guide will provided you with all the 
advice you may need and some tips and tricks on 
how to survive your first year in Law.

I look forward to getting to know you all in this 
year ahead and I hope that I can become a friendly 
face on campus for you. And remember, I’m only 
ever an email away!

Eli

FIRST YEARFIRST YEAR

MONDAY, 9 MARCH
12:30PM - 1:30PM

MOLLOY COURTYARD
FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE

Join the NDLSS Buy, Sell, Swap on Facebook. 
It’s a great way to find cheap textbooks, and 
of course you can also sell your books at the 
end of the year!

HOT TIP...HOT TIP...
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THE 
NDLSS

VICE PRESIDENT, SOCIAL 
Tayla Ward

social.ndlss@nd.edu.au

VICE PRESIDENT, CAREERS
Savannah Seth

careers.ndlss@nd.edu.au

SECRETARY
Olivia Hoyne

secretary.ndlss@nd.edu.au

TREASURER
Lachy Sudlow

treasurer.ndlss@nd.edu.au

COMPETITIONS
Megan Symonds

competitions.ndlss@nd.edu.au

JOINT SPONSORSHIP
Rebecca Hughes

sponsorship.ndlss@nd.edu.au

SOCIAL JUSTICE
Madelyn Balinski

socialjustice.ndlss@nd.edu.au

PUBLICATIONS
Will Cusack

publications.ndlss@nd.edu.au

JOINT SPONSORSHIP
Julian Cassian

sponsorship.ndlss@nd.edu.au

The NDLSS is the student body that represents all students currently studying law at The University 
of Notre Dame Australia (Fremantle). The NDLSS is responsible for the student experience on 
campus and hosts a range of events throughout the year including social, sporting, competitions, 
and career orientated events. The Society also promotes student wellness.
 
All current Law Students at The University of Notre Dame Australia (Fremantle) are members of the NDLSS 
while the elected committee focuses on the logistical operations throughout the year. If you’d like to get 
involved, contact the relevant representative via the details below!

FINAL YEAR
Kim Shepherd

finalyear.ndlss@nd.edu.au

THIRD YEAR
Finn Edwards

thirdyear.ndlss@nd.edu.au

SECOND YEAR
Stella Lovegrove

secondyear.ndlss@nd.edu.au

FIRST YEAR
Eli McKenzie

firstyear.ndlss@nd.edu.au

SPORTS
Harry Beaton

sport.ndlss@nd.edu.au

MATURE AGE
Souzi Clifford

matureage.ndlss@nd.edu.au

10
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NDLSS
COMPS
 Participating in competitions at law school is a fantastic way to develop as a young professional. 
The NDLSS facilitate a number of junior and senior competitions throughout the academic year. 
These events are run within the law school and between external law schools.
 
Competing may seem daunting as a First Year student, however our NDLSS Competitions Representative, 
Megan Symonds, will be here to help you every step of the way. Participating will allow you to learn new 
skills, build your resume and form working relationships with your peers. 

Not sure if you want to compete? There are plenty of other ways you can help out such as playing a witness 
in the Trial Advocacy competition, a client in the Client Interview competition, or joining the Competitions 
subcommittee to assist Megan in the broader organisation and facilitation of the events.

JUNIOR MOOT:

RUN IN:   Semester 2

WHAT IS THE JUNIOR MOOT?
The Junior Moot Competition is designed to 
introduce students who have just began their law 
degree to the world of academic competitions. It 
provides students with the opportunity to develop 
their advocacy skills, drafting of legal documents 
and formulation of legal arguments.
 
The hypothetical scenario is based on topics 
that are accessible to first and second year law 
students. Questions are limited to the topics of 
Criminal Law, Tort Law and Contract Law.
 
HOW DOES IT WORK?
A moot is a mock appeal. It is a simulated judicial 
proceeding based on a hypothetical scenario. Two 
teams each consisting of two students debate 
issues of law, with one team representing the 
appellants and the other the respondents. There 
are no questions of fact in dispute, the moot will 
be decided simply on legal argument.
 
The objective of the moot is to present the most 
persuasive legal argument based on the mock 
scenario. The competition assesses the student’s 
ability to formulate a persuasive legal argument, 
as well as their public speaking skills.
 
WHAT WILL YOUR LEARN?
This competition aims to provide new law students 
with an opportunity to develop critical skills in 
public speaking, drafting of legal documents, 
formulation of legal argument and professional 
conduct.

JUNIOR CLIENT INTERVIEW:

RUN IN:   Semester 2

WHAT IS JUNIOR CLIENT INTERVIEW?
The Client Interview Competition is NDLSS’ most 
popular competition, and is perfect for first-time 
competitors, as it does not require intensive 
preparation or extensive legal knowledge.
 
HOW DOES IT WORK?
The competition is in an interview format, where 
teams of two act as solicitors meeting with their 
client. The interview is the first between the client 
and the solicitors, and teams should be able to 
build a relationship with the client while also 
identifying the client’s problem, relevant facts to 
the case, and determining a suitable course of 
action.

Teams should also make sure that they address 
all the formalities of a client interview, such as 
discussing the fee schedule. Teams will receive a 
memorandum before the competition starts that 
provides an idea for the theme of the interview 
and allows teams to brainstorm questions for the 
client.
 
WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?
The competition is specifically designed to help 
students learn important skills in interviewing, 
client relations and identifying legal and ethical 
issues.
 
Want to know more about Competitions? You 
can contact out Competitions Representative, Meg 
Symonds at: competitions.ndlss@nd.edu.au

12

NDLSS

Negotiations Grand Finalists 

AAT Moot
 Winners

HOT TIP...HOT TIP...
There are multiple resources available online to help you with 
competitions. YouTube is a great place to start to see how a 
competition runs. You can also find examples of written pieces 
with a quick Google search!
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SOCIAL
EVENTS
The NDLSS social calendar plays a very big part of law school life. Each year, we play host to a cocktail 
party in semester one - to get ready for the big year ahead! Semester two sees the annual law ball, 
our biggest and most anticipated event of the year. Finally, at the end of semester two, students are 
able to let down their hair at our quiz night.

To keep up-to-date with info on all the NDLSS social events, make sure to follow us on social media!

EVENTS

SO
CIA

L M
EM

BERSH
IP

SO
CIA

L M
EM

BERSH
IP

WHO?

WHEN?

WHAT?

WHY?

HOW?

All law students at Notre Dame are 
members of the NDLSS. However, 
students can opt-in to be social 
members.

A social membership costs $10 
and entitles you to 10% off all 
social events for the year. If you 
purchase a social membership, 
you also get a discounted price of 
the NDLSS Jumpers, paying just 
$35 (RRP $45).

The NDLSS is working on a number 
of other ‘perks’ to be included with 
your social membership. Keep an 
eye on our social media to find 
out more!

Social membership are paid 
annually and are valid for the 
calendar year in which they are 
purchased (i.e. the 2020 Cocktail 
Party, Ball and Quiz Night) Because 
of this, it is best to purchase at the 
beginning of the year.

Because who doesn’t love a 
discount!

Memberships can be purchased 
by visiting the NDLSS website at:

www.ndlss.org/social-membershipCocktail
Party

2019 Law BallSocial eve
nts

are alway
s fun!
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NDLSS
CAREERS
The NDLSS offers a number of careers events throughout the year. These events give students the 
chance to get up close and personal with firms to see what they are really looking for in clerks and 
graduates. In 2020, we will continue running our careers symposiums in partnership with Bread and 
Common in Fremantle. 

Additionally, each year the NDLSS releases a careers guide to aide students in structuring the way they 
apply for clerkships, giving valuable career insight and drawing on what was learnt during the symposiums 
throughout the year.

First Year can be a very daunting time in the grand scheme of your career. First Year is the perfect time to 
start thinking about how you can be competitive in the jobs market upon graduation. If you’re interested 
in getting involved in a careers symposium, or joining the careers sub-committee, you can contact our 
Careers Vice President, Savannah Seth, at careers.ndlss@nd.edu.au

At Law School there is a lot of legal jargon 
thrown around. As a first year, it can sometimes 
be overwhelming, especially if you’re too 
nervous to ask what something means! Here 
you can find some of the most common terms 
used when talking about the legal profession 
in Law School.

CLERKSHIPS
Clerkships are a key stepping stone to working in 
private practice. A clerkship is a short period of 
time, generally two to three weeks, where students 
work at a law firm providing support to a team 
through legal research, document management, 
client and team liaison and maintenance of 
different legal matters. You can think of a clerkship 
as an extended interview as law firms generally 
select their graduates from their clerkship pool.
 
LAW FIRMS
As you probably know, a law firm is a group of 
lawyers who work together. They can specialise in 
specific area of law or serve a specific geographic 
area. They can be categorised as a boutique, mid-
tier and top-tier. Often, people refer to the ‘big 
six’  in Australia as Herbert Smith Freehills, King 
& Wood Mallesons, Clayton Utz, Minter Ellison, 
Ashurst and Allens. 

GRADUATE POSITIONS
Receiving a graduate position at a firm means you 
will be able to do your PLT hours at that firm, and 
will likely go onto being a lawyer within the firm. 

CAREER TERMS YOU SHOULD 
BE FAMILIAR WITH:

NDLSS

PRACTICAL LEGAL TRAINING (PLT)
Practical Legal Training is a training program that 
you must complete once you have finished your 
law degree. PLT is designed to help you develop 
the practical, day-to-day skills you will need as an 
entry-level lawyer. Once you have finished your 
PLT and completed a number of practical hours, 
you will be eligible to be admitted as a lawyer.

ADMISSION
To practice or to call yourself a lawyer in Western 
Australia you must first be admitted to practice in 
Australia. This involves meeting the educational 
and practice requirements set by the Legal 
Practice Board of Western Australia and involves a 
hearing before the Supreme Court.

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRES
Community Legal Centres (CLCs) are not for profit, 
non-government organisations that provide legal 
and welfare services to people in need. Some 
CLCs specialise in certain areas such as the legal 
problems of youth, tenants, migrants. CLCs are 
great places to get practical legal experience in a 
range of different areas.

IN-HOUSE COUNSEL
Lawyers who work ‘in-house’ within a company 
structure to provide legal advice to the company, 
and is on the company’s payroll. This is opposed 
to an outside counsel who would be a lawyer who 
works outside of the company.

Open Day

Mental Health 
symposium

HOT TIP...
It’s never too early to start attending careers events! Most 
students find it extremely beneficial to attend these events in 
their first year as it gives them an better understanding about 
the field of law outside of university.

HOT TIP...



NDLSS
SPORT
There are a number of sporting events to get involved in throughout the year.  This involves 
competing against other universities at numerous events. In 2020 the NDLSS will compete in 
Netball, AFL, Touch Rugby and Bowling. The sporting events are largely social and an after party 
usually follows.

If you’re interested in joining a team, you can express your interest at www.ndlss.org/sport or by getting in 
contact with our Sports Representative, Harry Beaton, at sport.ndlss@nd.edu.au

SPORT
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FOR CLASS
PREPPING PREPPING

You can often find your prescribed texts and other useful textbooks in the reserved 
section behind the Library reception. You can borrow these books for two hours at a 
time as they are usually in high demand. If you’re the last one to borrow the book for 
the day you can take it home overnight, but make sure to return it the next morning or 
risk getting a library fine!

HOT
TIP...
HOT
TIP...

DO YOUR READINGS

BREAK DOWN THE KEY POINTS

HAVE A NOTE TAKING TEMPLATE

PREPARE QUESTIONS

It’s super important to stay on top of your readings in law school. Prescribed readings are examinable 
and your lectureres will expect that you have completed them. The trick with this is working smarter, not 
harder. Don’t feel like you need to read it all at once! 

The best place to start is by reviewing the relevant textbook chapters or required cases prior to your classes. 
This will mean you’re familiar with the legal concepts and won’t feel overwhelmed in class. There is always 
a supplementary reading list that you can look at after class if you’re feeling confused about a topic. These 
readings are also great to go back to when you’re studying for exams as they often give a more critical 
analysis about the topic. 

Your lecturers will usually upload their lecture slides to Blackboard a few days before your class. This is a 
great time to go over the content that they have provided and take out the key points. Many people copy 
the information from the slides into their notes document and then add onto that in class. This ensures all 
of your notes are in one place.

Everyone has their own style of note taking. It is likely that it will take you a few semesters to figure out 
what works for you. Many students use the Cornell method of note taking. You can find templates for this 
online. The main thing to focus on is breaking down the information you learn in lectures, and in your 
readings, to easily digestible material. Make sure you’re doing this consistently and you’ll be on the road to 
being a great note-taker in no time!

Asking question in class is a great way to clarify your thoughts and reassure yourself that you’re on the 
right track. While you may feel nervous asking questions in your first year, it is important to remember 
that most people will have similar questions to you, and will be glad that you spoke up. Preparing your 
questions before class shows your lecturer that you’re on top of you content and allows you to extend 
yourself in discussion. 

Touch Rugby

Netball at Murdoch
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ADVICE
EXAMEXAMGETTING

INVOLVEDINVOLVED

Make sure the notes you bring into your exams are organised! Many first years make 
the mistake of entering their first exams with loose leaflets of paper, and spend half of 
their time fumbling trying to find the page  where they wrote the definition of ejusdem 
generis. A fantastic way to stay organised in an exam is to bind your notes. You can have 
this done at Office Works or do it yourself with the binding machine in the library.

HOT
TIP...
HOT
TIP...

STICK TO YOUR TIME ALLOCATION
This seems like an obvious one, but it’s something a lot of people forget about! You will generally be told 
the structure of an exam before you have to sit the exam. From this, it can be handy to work out exactly 
how much time to allocate to each question. This is a really important skill to learn in first year before time 
limits begin getting tougher in later years. 

DON’T DEPEND ON THE OPEN BOOK ALLOWANCE
Open book exams are hard to master. It is important that you’re not just copying what you have written in 
your notes. You need to be showing your lecturer that you actually understand the content of the course. 
The way you can do this is to study as if you wouldn’t have any notes in the exam, that way you can answer 
the questions more analytically.

STAY CALM
It’s important to remember that exams are not the be all and end all. In the middle of an exam you may 
start feeling overwhelmed. In the grand scheme of things, exams only take up a small portion of your time 
at university, so it’s best to be as relaxed as possible.

DO YOUR TUTORIAL QUESTIONS!
It is essential to complete your tutorial questions over the course of the semester. Most exam questions will 
be based around them. Remember that you can’t be examined on something you haven’t been taught! In 
tutorials over the semester, make sure you note down exactly what your lecturers are looking for. Always 
ask how you can improve on your in class answers and try to implement the feedback you are given.

FORM A STUDY GROUP
Study groups are a really great way to stay motivated during exam season. Set up regular study sessions 
and allocate time within the group for quiet study and collaborative learning. You can use the group study 
rooms in any of the libraries around campus, just book them via the library website. One of the best ways 
to learn is teaching others, so get creative! 

LAW ACCESS WALK FOR JUSTICE
Each year the Notre Dame Law Student Society participates in the Law Access Walk for Justice. The walk 
celebrates the pro bono work of the legal profession of Western Australia and raises funds for the charity 
Law Access who matches individuals and community organisations seeking legal assistance with pro bono 
lawyers.

If you’re interested in participating, or want to get involved in events involving social justice, get in touch 
with our Social Justice Representative, Maddy Blinkski at socialjustice.ndlss@nd.edu.au

BE A CLIENT OR A WITNESS IN OUR COMPETITIONS
Our Competitions Representative Meg Symonds is always looking for students to put on their acting hats 
and be clients in our Client Interview competitions or witnesses in our Trial Advocacy competitions. This is 
a fantastic way to get an idea about 
how competitions at university 
work and is also a really good way 
to make friends.

JOIN THE NDLSS!
Nominations for First Year Representative open early second semester. While whoever is voted into this 
position will have some big shoes to fill after our amazing Eli McKenzie, we’re all here to support you! If 
you’re not sure that First Year Representative is quite for you, there are plenty of subcommittees on the 
NDLSS that you can join. Visit our website, www.ndlss.org to sign up!
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FAQSFAQSSUPPORT
SERVICESSERVICES

CAMPUS
NUMBERS:
CAMPUS
NUMBERS:

While law school can be fun most of the time, there are times where 
you may feel overwhelmed and unsure of who to turn to. The following 
list is just a small number of places you can find support.

Remember, these services have been put in place to help you, utilise them 
as much or as little as you see fit.

LIFE LINE
Lifeline WA’s mission is to support people in crisis and create 
opportunities for emotional well being.
24 Hour Hot line:  13 11 14
Online:   https://www.lifelinewa.org.au/Get-Help

BEYOND BLUE
Beyond Blue is an Australian independent non-profit organisation 
working to address mental health.
24 Hour Hot line:  1300 22 4636
Online:   https://online.beyondblue.org.au/OutOfHours

HEADSPACE
Headspaceis an Australian non-profit organisation for youth 
mental health established by the Australian Government.
24 Hour Hot line:  1800 650 890
Online:  https://headspace.org.au/contact-us/

NOTRE DAME COUNSELOR
The Student Counseling Service is free, confidential and provides a 
safe environment for students to discuss academic, psychological 
and personal difficulties affecting their studies.
Make an Appointment:  (08) 9433 0580
Location:  ND5/100, P&O Hotel 

IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY
Always call 000 (Emergency Services) if life is in danger.

STUDENT SERVICES: 
9433 0658

STUDENT IT HELPDESK: 
9433 0777

SCHOOL OF LAW: 
9433 0720

24 HOUR CAMPUS SECURITY: 
0438 923 955

HOW DO I PRINT?
Printing can be done either through your personal laptop 
or  on the university computers. To print from your laptop, 
you’ll need to log into your university portal. Click the 
‘Safecom’  icon and print away! To print off the university 
computers, log in and print as usual. To access your 
printing, log onto the printers by tapping your student 
card.

WHO DO I TALK TO 
ABOUT ENROLLMENT?
Need to chat to someone about enrollment? Head to the 
School of Law Admin and ask to see Pam or Sharon. Make 
sure you come with your questions prepared and don’t 
forget to bring a pen!

CAN I STUDY ABROAD?
Absolutely! But not in your first year... There are a number of 
places you are able to study abroad for Law, including Paris 
and Ireland. For more information, have a chat to the Study 
Abroad office.

HOW DO I DO HONOURS IN LAW?
You should be considering whether you want to do 
you Honours in Law from day one. To be invited into the 
honours program, you need to be maintaining a distinction 
mark average. For more information on this, see Pam in the 
School of Law Admin.
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